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Bridie’s Blethers
Issue 1 (Advent 2021)

Welcome to the first edition of St. Bride’s “Bridie’s Blethers”, St. Brides very own newsletter. This first newsletter
includes a range of topics which we hope you find interesting, relevant and enjoyable ‐ such as an interview with
our most senior but young at heart parishioner on Christmas past, film reviews, an article on the pandemic and
the changing church, being a Celtic Park ball‐boy, key dates of services and activities in St. Brides during Advent
and around the local area and “Bridie’s Nuggets” to name just a few. We aim to issue Bridie’s Blethers every 2
months and the key to its success is you! We’d like your comments / feedback (good or bad) as well as suggested
topics of interest and contributions to future issues by writing, emailing westkilbride@gallowaydiocese.org.uk
or speaking to one of the editorial team.

Christmas Past – Reflections of our most senior parishioner Mary Moran
Our most senior parishioner Mary Moran shared some of her reflections on
Christmas when she was child. Mary was born in 1920 (In case you can’t do the
maths that means she is 100 years old). There were no presents or fancy dinners.
It was just another day except for receiving a piece of fruit like an apple or orange.
If you were really lucky you got both! No one looked for or expected any more
than that. Mary remembers her mother telling the children to go out to play at
North shore one Christmas Day. Preparations for Christmas weren’t making lists
of presents or cards instead all preparations were centred around the church.
There was great emphasis on music with choirs and singers of all ages. At the end
of September auditions and rehearsals began for the Grand Christmas Show.
Mary’s family were very musical and she moved through the different choirs from young children to senior.
She remembers the excitement leading up to the performance and how packed the church was with the
children being perched on the window sills. There were also certificates and prizes for those who had perfect
attendance at school. Mary still owns her signed prize book given to her in 1929!! She can still sing one of the
songs sung by the young children, “Mary had a big umbrella”. She still has a very mischievous twinkle in her
eyes!! Although Mary loves the family get‐togethers at Christmas today, she feels that shops start the whole
Christmas displays much too early and the real message of Christmas often gets lost. Mary has obviously had
a lot of joy and happiness in her life, and is still having “a life well lived”. It was an honour and blessing to
spend time with her.

One to Watch: God’s Not Dead (Amazon Prime)
Momentous and thought‐provoking, a debate of a lifetime comes to a head in
this compelling and critically‐acclaimed drama, starring Shane Harper and
Kevin Sorbo. When atheist lecturer Professor Radisson challenges his
philosophy class to sign a declaration stating that 'God is Dead', devout
Christian Josh cannot accept and sets out to prove God's existence. Take your
seats! Many of the questions posed in this film were also raised during the
recent Sycamore course and offers compelling arguments for God’s existence
from a young university student strength of faith is inspiring.
It's difficult to review Christian films objectively because if you're a believer
you think this is a great film with a great message. Likewise, sceptics or
atheists may take some issues with it Personally, I love it!
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The Pandemic and the Changing Church….. by our Largs correspondent
Rarely has the saying, ‘if you want to make God laugh, tell him your plans for the
future’, meant as much to me as it does when I look back on the events of Sunday
15th March 2019. I celebrated Mass that morning as usual. There were already
some restrictions in place, but I could never have imagined what was about to
happen: that that would be the last time I would celebrate Mass as parish priest of
St Bride’s and that by the next time Mass was celebrated in the church, I would have
moved to Largs (on June 17th), having reached retirement age on June 18th, and
officially retired on June 21st. No farewells. No opportunity to give a final homily.
No chance to thank so many people for so many things. And yet, eighteen months
on, the first thing I want to say is that what has happened to me since then has been
wonderful. God has been so good and I am deeply grateful for the gifts he has poured into my life during this
time. And not just into my life. Into the lives of so many people and ultimately into the whole Church.
What I believe about this time we are living through is that generations to come will look back on it and see
it as one of the most important moments in the long history of the Church. Just a few Sundays ago, we had
the passage from Mark’s Gospel where Jesus tells his disciples that he is destined to suffer grievously, to be
rejected, to be put to death and, after three days in the tomb, to rise again. But Peter will have none of this.
‘This must not happen to you, Lord’ he says, whereupon Jesus takes him aside and says, ‘Get behind me Satan.
Because the way you think is not God’s way, but man’s.’ …. And what a wonderful image this is of where the
Church is today. The Church is the body of Christ and so can expect nothing less than what happened to Jesus
will happen to it, too. At the very heart of the Christian faith is death and Resurrection. Death and
Resurrection is the fundamental reality which lies at the heart of everything that exists. That is why the
Church, like the Cosmos itself, is engaged in a never‐ending process of dying so that it can be born again, so
that, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, it can be renewed time and time again as it makes its way through
history. And this is what’s happening today before our very eyes.

Millions today have walked away from the Church as they know it. A particular way of being Church, which
was valid in its time, no longer has anything to say to the world of the 21st Century. One model, one particular
way of being the Church is dying so that a new one can be born. The horror of sexual abuse in country after
country throughout the world, rooted, as Pope Francis keeps telling us in the evil of clericalism, is evidence
of a deeply dysfunctional organisation in need of radical reform. Millions have walked away from the Church
as they have known it. The Church in many places is indeed dying, In some areas it is already in the tomb.
The challenge facing us, therefore, is to build a Church which is alive for the men and women of our time. Just
look at the number of people whose faith has deepened and grown in the course of the pandemic. People
who have found that God is not only still there when the churches close, but that his presence is often more
real to them. Many, including no doubt some of you reading this, are struggling with what they do next. Do
they actually want to go back to Mass again? What is it all about? What do they really believe? And so on.
And this is all good. This is not death. This is resurrection. This is the Spirit at work deep with the world of our
time and we should rejoice in it and be prepared to go where it leads us.

But there are many Peters in the Church today who say that this must not happen. They want to hang on to
a Church whose time has passed. They cling to what has served its purpose but has had its day. They insist
that things should stay the same in a world where nothing stays the same or ever can stay the same. And to
these voices Jesus says what he said to Peter two thousand years ago. ‘Get behind me Satan. The way you
think is not God’s way but man’s.‘ And so I say to you now what I would have said to you last year if I had had
the chance. Don’t be afraid. Don’t hang on to the past. Don’t listen to negative voices in the Church. Be people
of courage, people of vision who are willing learn new ways and embrace new realities. Do it for yourselves,
but do it especially for the people of our time and for those who will come after us.
JB
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Queue for a Pew

Reason for hope ?
Queue at St. Brides for a recent wedding. The church was full!

Say hello to Blair Armstrong

Recent baptism of Blair Kennedy Armstrong
at St. Brides. Congratulations to Blair and her
family.

Sycamore Course
The final meeting of the Sycamore course took place on Monday 22nd
November. Sixteen people were there and enjoyed a video presentation,
interspersed with discussion sessions, on “The Gift of Faith”. That
concluded seven, hour‐long sessions which had begun on October 11th in
St Bride’s. Topics considered included: The Search for Happiness; The
Existence of God / A God who speaks ? / Who is Jesus ? / The Holy Spirit
and the Church / The Bible / and The Gift of Faith. The sessions were very
favourably received. Some comments from an evaluation form completed
on the last night included:
 well organised and welcoming;
 format works extremely well;
 enjoyed introductory prayers;
 excellent technology and music as well as group sizes and mix of
people;
 really enjoyed Sycamore and would like to come back.
Constructive development points such as the need for longer sessions and
more time for discussions most certainly reflect on how well the sessions were received! About 15
parishioners on average attended each night and every evening ended with the superb cakes and shortbread
provided by Betty Orr and Lorraine Corrigan. An absolute treat enjoyed by all. Thank you ladies. Special thanks
also to Joe McAleavy whose technical ability ensured every session was flawlessly presented.

100 Club Christmas Special Draw
Club Christmas Special Draw🎅 Just a little prize for Christmas to say thank you for your
support Plus an Extra Prize Draw for any New or lapsed members. If you're not in you
can't Win. Please contact Phyllis Howie.
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Being a Celtic Park Ball Boy by Leo Gallanagh (age 13)
At the start of this season I got a zoom call from my Uncle Peter who offered me the
chance to be a Ball boy at Celtic Park for season 2021/22. I was immediately blown
away with excitement and of course I said “YES!” After the initial excitement though I
got very nervous and worried as I realised that I would be on the pitch with a job to do
and was a bit scared that if I made a mistake it would be seen by the huge crowd who
could shout or boo me. I’d seen Youtube videos where ball boys made bad mistakes
that didn’t help the team. I was petrified. I spoke to my mum and dad about it and after this I calmed down
and realised it was a great opportunity that few children get and that I was very lucky as thousands of
children would love the opportunity, not least my two brothers.
Ball boys have to arrive at matches an hour before kick‐off. We have been provided with a uniform that
we must wear to each game. The uniform consists of the Celtic tracksuit and rain jacket. We were also
recently all given new Adidas trainers as Celtic are sponsored by Adidas. When we arrive we meet in a
special room. The man who organises the Ball boys is called Brian and is really nice. On my first time he
kept me calm and told me what to do. He introduced me to the other Ball boys and explained I was just
starting. All the other ball boys are a bit older and bigger than me. As a new Ball boy Brian paired me up
with a boy Tom, who is at University and is the head Ball boy as he has been doing it for years.

For my first few games I was behind the goals at the “Celtic end” of the pitch. We had instructions that the
Celtic goalkeeper, Joe Hart, should get a replacement ball back immediately when the match ball goes out
of play. The new manager Ange Postecoglou insisted that all Ball boys had to stay alert and get a ball to a
player right away as they wanted to play with speed and intensity. This made us feel like we had an
important role to play in helping the team play the way the manager wanted to. Before the match we help
with the warm up getting balls back if they go out of play and putting them away afterwards. When you
are on the pitch you get to see the star players right up close. You get to hear what they say to each other.
Some players might have a small chat with me but generally they are concentrating on getting ready for
the match. The other amazing thing is seeing the whole stadium fill up with fans and noticing the noise and
colour as match time approaches. Down on the pitch you can hear and feel the noise really pick up as kick
off approaches.
After warm up we will go back into our room and get ready for the match. We are all given positions round
the pitch where we are stationed. Most recently I have been in front of the main stand just between the
manager’s dugout and the Celtic end. We all have a replacement ball to give to the player when needed
and a stool to sit on. During the game you have got to stay alert and ready. You’ve got to keep
concentrating. You want to help and try and make something happen for Celtic by getting the ball back
quickly. Equally, if the ball has to go to the opposition you can slow things down to make sure that the
Celtic team get organised before the ball is back in play. At halftime we go back to our room to get a
sandwich and a drink before the second half.

I really love being a Ball boy. I get to experience as close to being a Celtic player as you can without being
one. I have had the chance to see top class professionals and how they prepare for games. I have a few
chats with players which other people don’t get. I try to learn some things that will help me as a player as
I am the goalkeeper with West Kilbride Deltas. My favourite moment so far was during a match against
Ferencvaros of Hungary. During the game Celtic player Tony Ralston wanted to take a quick throw‐in but
the ball boy nearest him didn’t have his ball. I ran up the touchline, by the dugout, shouted on Tony and
threw him the ball. He took a quick throw and Celtic made a chance but unfortunately didn’t score. As I
jogged back the manager said “Well done son!” and patted me on the back and the Captain also said I did
well afterwards. I felt really pleased and was buzzing! I feel really lucky to be a Celtic Ball boy. I know it’s a
great privilege and I have the chance to be a tiny part of that but it’s still a part! I know I will have
experiences and stories that I will remember for the rest of my life. I hope they win the league back while
I’m there as that would be fantastic!
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Bridie’s Nuggets

"You are never too old to
set another goal or to
dream a new dream"
……C. S. Lewis

Christianity, if false, is of no importance,
and if true, of infinite importance. The
only thing it cannot be is moderately
important.
……C. S. Lewis

A Funny Nugget. A man had 2 tickets for the All Ireland Football Final. The man
sitting beside him noticed the seat beside him was empty and said, is this your
seat too? Yes I bought it for the wife but she couldn't come. So why didn't you
bring a friend, these are expensive tickets. Sure, he couldn't come either, he's
at the wife's funeral!
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Advent at St. Bride’s

Advent is a time of expectant waiting and preparation for both the celebration of the Nativity
of Christ at Christmas and the return of Christ at the Second Coming.
Sunday 28th Nov

1st Sunday of Advent – Mass at 12:15pm

Sunday 5th Dec

2nd Sunday of Advent – Mass at 12:15pm

Sunday 12th Dec

3rd Sunday of Advent – Mass at 12:15pm

Thursday 16th Dec

Christmas Carols at St Brides Church ‐ 7pm
Mulled Wine Before and Teas, Mince Pies after.

Sunday 19th Dec

4th Sunday of Advent – Mass at 12:15pm

Friday 24th Dec

Christmas Eve Mass of the Holy Night at 7pm,
preceded by Carols

Saturday, 25th
Dec

Christmas Day Mass of the Nativity of the Lord at
9:00am

Sunday, 26th Dec

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph ‐ Mass at
12.15pm

Tuesday, 28th Dec

Feast of the Holy Innocents – Mass at 10:00am

Friday, 31st Dec

Solemnity Of Mary, the Holy Mother of God – Mass at
12:00 noon

Sunday, 2nd Jan
2022

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord – Mass at
12:15pm

The four candles represent the 4 weeks of Advent with one candle lit each Sunday.
Three of the candles are purple that signifies a time of prayer, penance, and sacrifice.
The 1st candle (purple) symbolises hope. It is sometimes called the “Prophecy
Candle” in remembrance of the prophets, especially Isaiah, who foretold the birth
of Christ. It represents the expectation felt in anticipation of the coming Messiah.
The 2nd candle (purple) represents faith. It is called the “Bethlehem Candle” as a
reminder of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem.
The 3rd candle (pink) symbolises joy. It is called the “Shepherd’s Candle,” and is pink because rose is a liturgical
colour for joy. The 3rd Sunday of Advent is Gaudete Sunday and is meant to remind us of the joy that the world
experienced at the birth of Jesus, as well as the joy that the faithful have reached the midpoint of Advent. On
the 4th week of Advent, we light the final candle (purple) to mark the final week of prayer and penance as we
wait for the birth of our Saviour. This final candle, the “Angel’s Candle,” symbolises peace. It reminds us of
the message of the angels: “Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.”
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Other Activities Around West Kilbride

4th Dec 11am – 6pm Celtic Advent Retreat, Sannox Christian
Centre, Arran https://www.sannox.org/events/sannox‐
celtic‐christmas/
10th Dec – 30th Dec, Christmas Panto, Aladdin at the Palace,
Palace Theatre, Kilmarnock
https://www.imaginetheatre.co.uk/pantomimes/aladdin‐
kilmarnock‐2021‐5dlgs
4th, 11th ,18th Dec 10am – 2pm, Christmas Craft Market,
Kilmarnock Train Station
https://allevents.in/kilmarnock/kilmarnock‐train‐station‐
christmas‐craft‐market/200021701766543
4th Dec – 19th Dec 12:00noon – 3pm, Santa’s Grotto, KA12
8RU, Kilwinning Road, Irvine
https://www.facebook.com/events/559801715123848/
10th, 11th Dec Cinderella Pantomime, Barrfields Theatre,
Largs, https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats‐
on/largs/barrfields‐pavilion‐theatre/cinderella‐
pantomime/e‐brvqgg
12th Dec 6pm – 8pm Christmas Tree Walk, The Marine Hotel,
Troon https://www.meetup.com/en‐AU/Ayrshire‐Ladies‐
Social‐Sisterhood/events/276010120/
19th Dec 11am – 1 pm, Christmas Wreath Making and
Children’s Crafts, Unit 6 Irvine Industrial Estate, Scottish
Wildlife Trust, Irvine https://stayhappening.com/e/christc
mas‐wreath‐making‐and‐childrens‐rafts‐E3LUSPMH9URR
20th, 21st Dec 09:45‐15:45 West Kilbride Christmas Craft Fair, The Barony
Centre, West Kilbride
https://www.facebook.com/events/582257099572782/

Write to us with your thoughts! We hope you have enjoyed the first
edition of Bridie’s Blethers. For future editions your parish needs
YOU! Please provide any feedback and most importantly topics and
articles to include in the next edition by emailing
westkilbride@gallowaydiocese.org. Alternatively, speak to one of
the editorial team. We aim to issue Bride’s Blethers every 2 months.
Peter McCluskie Petermccluskie60@icloud.com
howiephyllis@yahoo.co.uk
Phyllis Howie
laura.mclean9@icloud.com
Laura McLean
Joe.McAleavy1804@yahoo.com
Joe McAleavy
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As we begin the special Season of Advent and approach the Miracle of the Holy Night at Christmas may our
hearts become the “manger” where Jesus is born for us. We pray that our hearts can be warm and welcoming,
full of kindness towards the coming Saviour and full of kindness for the people around us. What a Christmas gift
that would be! Tertullian, a prolific early Christian author from Carthage, in the earliest years of the Christian
Church, quotes a pagan Roman: “See how these Christians love each other!” Should that not also be what people
today say about us? We want to stand by each other, never envious and not wanting to see the mistakes in
others first. We want to see the good and beautiful and true in each other. Jesus says that “by this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another…” [John 13:35]. We want to carry each other
in our hearts, we want to reach out to each other, enjoy each other’s company, be interested in each other’s
lives and experiences, share real happiness when others are happy and have overcome problems and difficulties,
put the good in others in the foreground, stand by each other no matter what and pray for each other ‐ in other
words, become one heart and one soul. If we try every day to reach out for these values and try to live them in
our own lives then the Son of God will be born in us. May the Good Lord bless us all on our way together to
Bethlehem!
………Father Duncan

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas
And Best Wishes and Blessing for 2022
Next Edition due: End January 2022

