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Welcome to May’s edition of St. Bride’s “Bridie’s Blethers”, St. Bride’s very own newsletter. We continue to
show our support for those suffering from the horrific war in Ukraine and keep all those affected by it in our
thoughts and prayers. We pray for a quick end to the war and suffering.
Ask God to intervene. Pray for wisdom as
world leaders manoeuvre, strategise and
speak out. Pray that God would move in
their hearts and guide their steps and plans.

Pray for God’s protection. Pray for the
safety of people on both sides of this
border. Ask God for their physical
protection but also their spiritual
protection — ask him to help people seek
the truth during the conflict.

Ask God for comfort. As the war continues
from the 2014 Russian invasion of the
Crimea region, the thought of more intense
war seems overwhelming to the many
families who have already lost fathers and
sons.

This issue includes another varied range of interesting and relevant topics: Why May is the month of Mary, an
article from Celtic legend Andy Lynch, Lorraine Corrigan’s reception into the Catholic Church with some great
photos (including one from the Easter Egg Hunt), a letter in response to one of our articles from the last edition
of Bridie’s Blethers, our film and book review, With Mary to Jesus, Walking with the Holy Spirit, “Bridie’s
Nuggets” and inspiring quotes to name just a few. We’d like your comments / feedback (good or bad) as well as
suggested topics of interest and contributions to future issues by writing, emailing
westkilbride@gallowaydiocese.org.uk or speaking to one of the editorial team.

Ukraine: Please Take Action….
Pope Francis has again lamented the
suffering caused by the invasion of
Ukraine and encouraged the faithful to
pray a rosary every day for peace.
Speaking to the crowd in St. Peter’s
Square after the May 1 Regina Caeli
prayers, the pope said his thoughts went
immediately to the city of Mariupol, the
“city of Mary” which has been
“barbarously bombed and destroyed.”
“I suffer and weep, thinking of the
suffering of the Ukrainian people and in
particular of the weakest, the elderly and children,” he said. “There are even terrible reports of children being
expelled and deported.”
He again called for safe humanitarian corridors for those trapped in the city, now largely under Russian control.
Pope Francis said he wondered whether peace really is being sought amid “a macabre regression of humanity.”
He asked if everything possible is being done to “silence the weapons,” Vatican News reports.
“Let us take the path of dialogue and peace! Let us pray,” he said.
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May the Month of Mary (Taken from an article by Marge Fenelon in ncregister.com)
May, the month in which the earth springs into bloom
and we start thinking about planting gardens, family
picnics and making vacation plans. It’s also the Month
of Mary.
Why is May Mary’s month? Here’s a brief explanation.
For centuries, the Catholic Church has set aside the
entire month of Mary to honour Mary, Mother of God.
Yes, the entire month! The idea of a month dedicated
specifically to Mary can be traced back to baroque times. Although it wasn’t always held during May, Mary
Month included thirty daily spiritual exercises honouring Mary.
The custom spans both centuries and cultures, with roots going back as far as the ancient Greeks. In early Greece,
May was dedicated to Artemis, the goddess of fertility. In Ancient Rome, May was dedicated to Flora, the
goddess of blooms, or blossoms. They celebrated ludi florals, or floral games, at the end of April and asked the
intercession of Flora for all that blooms. In medieval times, similar customs abounded, all around the practice of
expelling winter, as May 1 was considered the start of new growth.
During this period, the tradition of Tricesimum, or “Thirty‐Day Devotion to Mary,” came into being. Also called,
“Lady Month,” the event was initially held from August 15‐September 14 and is still observed in some areas.
It was in this era that Mary’s Month and May were combined, making May the Month of Mary with special
devotions organised on each day throughout the month. This custom became especially widespread during the
nineteenth century and remains in practice until today.
The ways Mary is honoured in May is varied. It’s common for parishes to have a daily recitation of the Rosary
during May, and many erect a special May altar with a statue or picture of Mary as a reminder of Mary’s month.
Additionally, it’s a tradition to crown the statue of Mary during May – a custom known as May Crowning. Often,
the crown is made of beautiful blossoms representing Mary’s beauty and virtue. It’s also a reminder to the
faithful to strive to imitate our Blessed Mother’s virtue in our own lives. May Crowning, in some areas, is a huge
celebration and is usually done outside of Mass, although Mass may be celebrated as part of the actual crowning.
But May altars and crownings aren’t just “church” things. We can and should be doing the same in our homes.
When we echo the customs and traditions of the Church in our homes – our domestic churches – we participate
more fully in the life of the Church. If you haven’t already, I encourage you to erect a prayer corner in your home.
No matter how fancy or simple it is. The main point is that it’s a place designated for God, and more specifically,
for spending time with him. Just as you need proper atmosphere to sleep, you also need proper atmosphere to
pray.
For May, give Mary a special spot in your prayer corner. It can be a statue or picture, but place there some
representation of our Blessed Mother. Make it appealing and a real tribute to her beauty and virtue. Then, crown
Mary. You can give her an actual or spiritual crown and you can make it a subtle gesture or ornate ceremony of
your own device. The meaning is far more important than the action. You can do it in the beginning, at the end
of May or anywhere in between.
Just do it. Why? Not because there are any special graces connected to it, although there is. Do it because Mary
is Mother – your mother, my mother, everyone’s mother – and because she cares for all of us day‐in‐and‐day‐
out without fail, interceding for us in even the tiniest matters. For that, she deserves an entire month in her
honour.
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Welcome Lorraine Corrigan into our Catholic Community
It was very fitting that Easter Sunday was not only a celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus from the tomb but
we also welcome Lorraine Corrigan into the Catholic Church. Joined by her husband Paul, relatives and family
friends as well as St. Bride’s parishioners, it was a very happy and joyful day for all. After Mass, cakes and
prosecco were enjoyed by everyone.
Here are some pictures of Lorraine’s big day.
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With Mary to Jesus
The fifty days of Easter invite us to celebrate the wonder
awesome news of the Resurrection. It is a “grab you by the
lapels” message because something massive happened and has
changed everything and transformed lives. The Risen Lord
appeared many times to his apostles. He ate with them, had
breakfast with them, spoke to them and encouraged them. Peter
encountered him on the shores of the lake of Tiberias, Mary
Magdalene encountered him in the garden, disciples met him
unexpectedly on the road to the village of Emmaus, Thomas saw
him bearing the wounds of the crucifixion and fell on his knees
and made his profession of faith: “My Lord and my God”. Where
have we encountered the Risen Lord? When has he risen in us?
Without doubt, the privileged place of our intimate encounter
with Jesus is in Holy Communion. The reality of Easter comes to
us in the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of our Risen Saviour.
Our longing for Jesus in the Eucharist shows itself just before we receive Holy Communion and we pray the
words of the Roman centurion who asked Jesus for a miracle of healing [see Matthew 8:7‐9]: “Lord, I am not
worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.” We ask the
Risen Lord to heal us and to make us worthy, to fill our hearts with love. Lord, make us worthy ‐ still our longing
for you! Our Risen Lord in the Eucharist longs for each one of us and we long for him. Mary is an example of how
to renew that deep longing in our own hearts. Her only “treasure” was her Son and her heart was always united
to his. Mary’s life was a life of longing, her whole life was marked by one, great longing – today we would say ‐
the desire of the heart for lasting and real communion.
What took place in Mary’s heart when she received Communion? When she received the Bread of life the
Annunciation and the Visitation came again alive in her. In the Annunciation she said her “yes” to God and in the
Visitation she reached out to others in need and brought Christ to them. When we receive Holy Communion, we
are invited to do the same.
There is no biblical account of Mary taking part in the “breaking of the bread” ‐ the celebration of the Eucharist
in the early Church. We know that God permeated her normal, everyday life in every conceivable way. The
Scriptures relates to us that the first Christians persevered in “prayer and in the breaking of the bread” (Acts
2,42; 20, 7‐12). They came together every day for Holy Mass and celebrated the Risen Lord in their midst. We
know that Mary lived with the disciple John and that it is safe to presume that like the first Christians she would
have taken part in the celebration of the Eucharist with great joy and faith as much as she could.
We too can be like her, when we build our lives on God and not on the things of this world. Everything in this
world will pass away, God will never pass away. We need a foundation that transcends the many things around
us.
Love wants to be near the one it loves. And the God who is love ardently longs to be close to us. That’s why he
dwells among us here on earth in the Eucharist. The presence of that divine love in Christ had a powerful impact
on people’s lives over 2,000 years ago in Galilee. It overcame illness, drove away darkness, brought healing to
those who were suffering, shared forgiveness in the face of sin. We can encounter that same powerful presence
of Jesus in the Eucharist. And we can encounter him not only when we receive him in Holy Communion at Mass,
but also when we draw near to him in all the tabernacles in our Catholic churches around the world. Our Blessed
Lady shows us the way ‐ with Mary to Jesus.

Bridie’s Blethers – May 2022

Easter Egg Hunt
The children the Easter Egg Hunt after Mass on Easter Sunday. They look very happy Bunnies.

DO I STAY CHRISTIAN? A Guide for the Doubters, the Disappointed, and the Disillusioned (By
Brian McLaren)
If you’re a Christian who is unaware of any problems in your church, this book is
probably not for you. But if you’re a former Christian, someone who has walked
away from your faith for any number of reasons, or you are “holding the tension of
opposites” like myself, you are precisely the reader Brian McLaren hopes to reach
with this book, due for release in early August, 2022.
The book divides naturally into two parts ‐ the first dealing with ten reasons why it
is very easy to leave the Church, for example its suppression of dissent and its
attraction to status and wealth. Part Two offers ten reasons for Christians to say
yes, instead of no, to their faith. Some reasons are personal and some interpersonal
but most convincing are those on “Our Legendary Founder” and “Because
Christianity is Changing”. Most compelling is the chapter “Start with the Heart”,
where after listing our powerful human desires ‐ for wealth, pleasure, power, fame
etc., he suggests; “If religion has a positive role in our future, it will surely involve specialising in ‘desire
formation’ ……. desire for the good of all people beginning with the poor and most vulnerable.”
Regarding Pope Francis, McLaren says: “Of course he isn’t saying and doing everything some of us wish he would.
He knows that he has to bring his people along at a pace that won’t blow up the whole Catholic Church, but
when you read ‘Laudato Si” ‐ don’t you feel incredibly blessed at a time of ecological and economic collapse, and
when you read “Fratelli Tutti” ‐ what a call to worldwide solidarity!
Brian McLaren concludes “I still see Christianity as my heart’s path into this mysterious and sacred web.”
I do too.
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Walking together with the Holy Spirit to define the church of the
Future (By our Larg’s Correspondent)
In the last week, four people who care deeply about the future
of the Church and the faith of their children, have said the
same thing to me. ‘Joe, the Church is dying.’ And they are right.
Before our very eyes one way of being the Church is dying so
that another can be born. It’s the Easter story repeating itself
throughout history. The future will be different. That is certain.
What shape it takes will depend on what we do now. And so,
in the last edition of Bridies Blethers, we reflected on the
importance of imagination, the capacity we have to envisage
something different from our present reality. Every new thing
begins in somebody’s imagination. We have to imagine it
before it can become reality, which is why the meetings going
on all over the world just now in preparation for the Synod are
so important. These meetings are not about discussion, nor,
worse still, arguing. They are about prayer and discernment.
They are about listening: listening to the movement of the
Spirit in ourselves, in other people, in the Church and in the
world, so that, as free as we can be from our prejudices, fears,
and limited ways of thinking, we can, by WALKING TOGETHER,
begin to imagine the new thing God is offering us.
We need this coming together in the Church so much as everywhere we look in society the divisions between
people who think differently from each other are growing wider, more intolerant and in some cases more
violent. At the heart of this is the very idea of truth itself, one of the most disturbing and most dangerous
manifestations of the problem being the thing we call ‘Fake News’. We live in a world where more and more of
us just do not want to hear things we don’t like or agree with. We want our prejudices and pre‐conceived ideas
confirmed. If we don’t like what we are reading or hearing we can go to some other part of social media or the
internet which will feed us with the version of events that suits us. Every day as I read my favourite newspaper
I have to remind myself that not everyone agrees with the point of view it favours or thinks the way I do. The
internet is a wonderful thing, opening up all kinds of previously unimagined possibilities. But it has also created
a whole series of problems which are affecting our capacity to discern the movement of God among us, problems
for which governments throughout the world have not yet found solutions.
The signs are everywhere in the Church. In the US there are virtually two Churches constantly at loggerheads
with each other and very close, some say, to splitting apart completely along political lines. But the US are not
alone. All over the world liberals and conservatives are at war with each other. Some of the attacks directed at
Pope Francis have been appalling. Some deny his legitimacy as Pope and have openly prayed that he would die
as he calls us to embrace the fundamental vision of the Second Vatican Council which both Pope John Paul and
Pope Benedict called ‘The single most important movement of the Holy Spirit in the Church in modern times’.
As long as this division exists and people on both sides of the debate cling to our limited ways of thinking, our
attachment to the past and what we are familiar with, it will be impossible to discern God’s will for the Church
at this time.
We must all seek the grace to move beyond our limited ways of thinking, learn to read the signs of the times,
listen to what God is saying to us through the Spirit, and, like Peter, be willing sometimes to go where we would
rather not go.
Along that road lies a future full of hope.
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Memories of Seamill Hydro By Andy Lynch (Ex‐Celt)
Great memories of Seamill Hydro. I was asked by one of the
parishioners about my time with Celtic and our successful pre‐match
preparations at the Hotel.
It was a great honour for me to be part of Celtic’s history.
At the beginning I was playing alongside my heroes McNeill, Murdoch,
Johnston and of course the great Bobby Lennox who lives in Saltcoats.
Preparing at the Hydro gave us a special feeling that we have a chance
to add to the great history that Celtic had already achieved.
One quick story involved us finishing training on the Friday afternoon
before next day’s Scottish Cup final against Rangers. We finished our
training with a penalty kick competition. I won but didn’t think too
much about it. However, we were in a situation where our last penalty
shooter had missed and another possible taker was injured. At dinner
on the night before the game Kenny Dalglish was suggesting that
because of my winning the competition I should take any penalties.
We were basically having a bit of fun but at the same time we knew the seriousness of getting it right.
Our boss Jock Stein was listening in and proceeded to give us a real lesson on positivity. “I don’t know why you
guys are so cagey about this penalty subject. I wish it was me who was given the opportunity and the honour of
taking a penalty kick in the Scottish Cup Final and also against our greatest rivals at Hampden park.” Well, by
the time he had finished his talk I was totally inspired to accept the task in hand.
I slept well that night and had decided I would take any penalties that we get. Anyway, we agreed it’s highly
unlikely that we would get a penalty against Rangers.
Saturday lunchtime and our bus leaves the Hydro for Hampden Park. Halfway through our journey some start
singing the Celtic songs and Walk‐on. The momentum is rising. We are ready to make history.
20 minutes started and who would believe it, we get a penalty! It took a while to clear the penalty area as the
Rangers players were hotly disputing the decision.
Eventually, the penalty area is clear and I move forward and place the ball on the spot.
I always believed that I would score. I felt very confident.
This was my first penalty for Celtic. I continued for several seasons and also during my time playing in North
America.
I also played and coached in Canada, the USA and Australia.
However, You wouldn’t believe the number of people who come up and ask about ‘that penalty’!

…..Thanks to Paul Corrigan for obtaining his article from
Andy Lynch
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Letter in response to issue 3 of Blethers (from an 80 year old)!
Below is a letter we received from H. Baird in response to an article in the last issue of Bridie’s Blethers from a
young parishioner and what he wants from the church. You can read the article in last edition of Bridie’s
Blethers at https://stbrideschurch.co.uk/images/OtherMedia/BridiesBlethers_March_2022.pdf
Here is the letter from an 80 years old.

One to Watch: The Song of Bernadette (Netflix and Amazon Prime)
We thought we would turn to an old classic given May is the month of Mary.
Always worth watching, the Song of Bernadette is a 1943 American
biographical drama film based on the 1941 novel of the same name by Franz
Werfel. It stars Jennifer Jones in the title role, which portrays the story of
Bernadette Soubirous, who reportedly experienced eighteen visions of the
Blessed Virgin Mary from February to July 1858 and was later canonized in
1933. The film was directed by Henry King, from a screenplay written by
George Seaton.
The novel was extremely popular, spending more than a year on The New York
Times Best Seller list and thirteen weeks heading the list. The story was also
turned into a Broadway play, which opened at the Belasco Theatre in March
1946.
The song of Bernadette speaks of the heavy cost of miracles in an increasingly
secular world, and the quiet suffering of those chosen to spread God's word.
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My Call To Faith
When I was younger going to my church was expected of me.
However, at some point this changed into a desire to attend church
to to be fed by the word of God and receive Holy Communion.
I do not know exactly at what point or why exactly this change came
about but I gradually became more aware that going to Mass each
week did me good. I noticed also that I like to spend more time in
personal prayer when on trains or a bus, however too many
distractions made it more difficult than when I’m in church.
My faith is leading me to know God better and what he has planned for my life, which I believe will lead to a
more happy and contented life.
God shows me some of my mistakes and guides me. Once in the pub with some friends I was asked by a man
why I wore a cross. This led to a long chat on God, the devil and death. At the end of the night this man decided
that there may well be a God.
Daniel Barton, Aged 19

Keeping the Pilot Light Lit (extract from Isabelle Boyd’s article in scottishcatholic.com)
One of the recurring themes from the Synodal conversations is the
concern at the number of young people ‘absent’ from church.
A school chaplain suggested that we continue to provide opportunities
to attend Mass for young people as a way of ‘keeping the pilot light lit’
in the hope that one day our young people would find their way back.
It is our ministry to keep the pilot light lit in their hearts in the hope
that one day it will spark to life.
So how can we keep pilot lights lit in the young in our families and
parishes?
We can keep their pilot lights lit by modelling the faith and by providing opportunities for them in our homes
and parishes. We have to model our own faith in the way we live our lives.
We also need to talk openly about faith, about parish and about our beliefs – not in an argumentative way but
just plain and simple conversation. How about this kind of chat?




At Mass today Father said we should remember …. in our prayers as she is very ill.
We had the annual collection for SCIAF last week and it raised more than £2,000.
The sermon today focused at Pope Francis’ latest encyclical on the environment – about the need to
take care of our planet.

The full article from Isabelle Boyd (Education Consultant and former Catholic Headteacher) at

https://www.scottishcatholic.com/keeping‐the‐pilot‐light‐lit/
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Bridie’s Nuggets

"A Christian is never sad or bored.
Rather the one who loves Christ is
full or joy and radiates joy.”
…Pope Francis.

“What does it matter to you
whether Jesus wishes to guide you
to heaven by the way of the desert
or by the meadow, so long as he is
always with you and you arrive at
the possession of a blessed
eternity”
……Padre Pio

And finally, A Funny Horse Story
Alan bought a horse, a religious horse it appeared. Strangely, the horse only
reacted to two words: the word "Hallelujah" to make it go, and "Amen" to make
it stop. Excited, Alan took his new horse out on the range and was riding it happily
when he realised he was heading towards the edge of a cliff.
Terrified, Alan forgot which word was the one to stop the horse. Obviously
wanting to prevent falling over the cliff to certain death, he bellowed out a prayer
ending with the word ‐ Amen. Phew! The horse stopped.
'Hallelujah,' shouted the relieved Alan.
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CrossWord source: scottish Catholic
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Across
1 Provide meals for
someone (3)
3 This endangered
Himalayan cat can make a
pedlar swoon, strangely
enough (4,7)
8 Save from danger (6)
9 One who writes the
words of songs (8)
10 Snooker foul (2‐3)
11 Frivolity, glee (5)
13 Ancient unit of length,
based on the distance
from fingertip to elbow
(5)
15 Famous – for a lack of
furniture? (7)
16 A boa hid away an Old
Testament prophet (7)
20 The ends of the
sleeves (5)
21 Run‐down areas of the
city; areas of tenements
(5)
23 Look of disapproval (5)
24 The art of making
great speeches (8)
25 Famous gallery in
Florence (6)
26 Dependable (11)
27 Joke (3)

18

25

27

Down
1 Absolution (11)
2 Price reduction (8)
3 Blue‐skinned humanoid
invented by Belgian cartoonist
Peyo (5)
4 Kangaroo‐like animal (7)
5 Drug that contains morphine
(5)
6 I pray a different home may be
found for bees (6)
7 Morse code symbol (3)
12 & 18d Member of the army
top brass (4‐7,7)
13 Characteristic abdominal pain
(5)
14 Flexible pipes (5)
17 Paying no attention to
something (8)
18 See 12 down
19 The “B” of FBI (6)
22 Dark drink (5)
23 Number represented by the
roman numeral I (5)
24 Rodent (3)

Across

Down

1 In a pantomime, jack
sold the cow for a handful
of these (5,5)
6 This person works with
wood (9)
8 A hen lays it (3)
9 Post which is delivered
using a plan (7)
10 Your boy‐child (3)
12 Weep (3)
14 Shrek is this type of
monster (4)
15 Make fun of, mock (4)
16 Baby deer (4)
17 “I like a story with a
happy ______” (6)
18 The opposite of stale
(5)

1 Scientists use to to look at tiny
things (10)
2 They speak this language in
Berlin & Munich (6)
3 Red fruit (6)
4 Way on (8)
5 The last hole in a full round of
golf (10)
7 You pass the baton when you
finish running your part of this
(5,4)
11 Start (5)
13 The person on the pitch with
a whistle (shortened) (3)
15 Run to keep fit (3)
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As usual, we’d like to thank all of our contributors and writers for their
effort and great work for this edition of Birdie’s Blethers.
Write to us with your thoughts! We hope you have enjoyed the third
edition of Bridie’s Blethers. For future editions your parish needs YOU!
Please provide any feedback and most importantly topics and articles to
include
in
the
next
edition
by
emailing
westkilbride@gallowaydiocese.org. Alternatively, speak to one of the
editorial team. We aim to issue Bride’s Blethers every 2 months.
Peter McCluskie
Phyllis Howie
Laura McLean
Joe McAleavy

Petermccluskie60@icloud.com
howiephyllis@yahoo.co.uk
laura.mclean9@icloud.com
Joe.McAleavy1804@yahoo.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stbrideschurchWK Twitter: https://twitter.com/stbridesWK

Next Edition due: End July 2022
Answers to Crosswords:

